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An Analysis of Maternal Linguistic and Behavioral Environment of
Mentally Retarded Children in Play Setting

Kazue KOSHIKAWA and Yukie IKEDA

The purpose of this study was to analyze maternal linguistic and behavioural
environment of mentally retarded children in free play setting. The subjects were 8 pairs
of mentally retarded children and mothers. All mentally retarded children were similar
to mental age and verbal level. Mothers and mentally retarded children were provided
a set of play cooking materials at a playroom. The scenes were video-taped for 5
minutes to analyze. The results showed that mothers gave children information on
symbolic play and done symbolic play as well as mothers of children at presymblic level.
Maternal play behaviors were higher level than children’s one, and maternal play were
the same level as children’s daily behaviors.

Key Words : mentally retarded children, play, maternal linguistic and behavioural
environment
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