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Formation of Social Interaction between Children with Handicaps and
Normally Developing Children in a Mainstreaming Day Nursery.
—On the Role of a Nursery Teacher—

Nozomi OYAMA and Yukie IKEDA

The purpose of this study was to consider what the role of a nursery teacher was in
promoting social interaction between handicapped children and normally developing
children in a mainstreaming day nursery. The subjects were 2 five years-old children
with handicapped, one was a mild mentally retarded child, the other was an autistic
child. The number of interactions between children with handicapped and normally
developing children was observed in two different nursery care situation. Interaction
occurred more freqeuntly during structured nusery care situations than free play situa-
tions. It was the conclusion that the role of nursery teacher in promoting social
interaction between children with handicaps and normally developing children was to
provide structured play activities for social interaction.

Key Words : social interaction, mainstreaming day nursery, handicapped children, role
of nursery teacher.
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