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Eugenic Sterilization and People with “Feeble-mindedness” in the United
States during the Former Half of the 20th Century : Introduction

Makio NAKAMURA

The goal of this research is to analyze the eugenic sterilization movement in the
United States during the former half of the 20th century, and to examine a significant
relation between the “feeble-minded” and the cause. This is introduction of a series of
papers on it.

Eugenic sterilization was a social reform movement offered theoretically by various
scientists in the American pre-World War [ days. It was also a international cause
accepted in both democratic and developing countries. This movement resulted in the
race policy carried out by Nazi Germany. The United States was the second state of
most sterilized people with mental handicaps to lead other countries.

The focus of this research will be primarily upon the following.

1) Advocating sterilization and urgent necessity of new institutions for the feeble-
minded or their enlargement caused by development of American society,

2) Maintaining sterilization and its legislation in the 1920s, geographical distribution
of sterilization laws and its significance,

3) The pros and cons of sterilization after Holms® decision in the Supreme Court of
the United States and changing genetic theories, and process of international progress
of the movement, .

4) Sterilization of the feeble-minded and beginning of extra-institutional treatment of
them.

to be continued

Key Words : Feeble-minded, Eugenic Sterilization, Extra-institutional, United States
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