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The relationship between metaphor comprehension
and conceptual structure
on hearing-impaired children

Takashi SAwA and Tomoyeshi YOSHINO

The purpose of this study was to examine relationship between the metaphor compre-
hension and conceptual structure on the hearing-impaired. Subjects were 39 profound
hearing-impaired students. They were administered the metaphor comprehension task
and the word meaning explanation task. In metaphor comprehension task, subjects
were asked to choice one alternative fitting to the target metaphor sentense meaning.
And subjects were divided into two groups according to the score of metaphor compre-
hension task. The high score group attained to 5 points and low score group was not.
In the word meaning explanation task, they explained the meaning of 10 concrete words
as fully as possible. All responses of word meaning explanation task were classified 16
categories.

The percentage of responses in some categories were compared between high score
and low score group. The main results as follows:

@D The number of response in the word meaning explanation task was almost same
between two subject groups.

® Subjects in the high score group, comprehend metaphor sufficiently, tended to
explain word meaning more objectively and logically.

® In contrast, subjects in the low score group tened to explain arbitarily.

@ Relatively, the sentense type response were more in the high score group than in the
low score group.

These results showed that the mature of conceptual structure was one of most
important factor for metaphor comprehension.
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