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The Development of Communication Behavior in
Infants with Down Syndorome
: An Analysis on Mother-Child Interaction in Free Play Settings

Souiti HASHIMOTO, Yukie IKEDA, Kaori HOSOKAWA,
Tomoko SATOU, and Katsumi NIITSU

The purpose of this study was to analyze the development of communication behavior
of infants with Down Syndrome during free play settings with their mothers. Subjects
were twelve infants with Down Syndrome aged two to five.

The results were as follows ;

(1) In the modality of the behavior, infants with Down Syndrome used more “speech”
and coordinated behavior as growing old. There were much individual difference.

(2) In analyzing Turn-taking, long interaction sequence was observed as growing old.
(3) In the spontaneous communication behavior of functional category, “Description”
and “action request” were observed unrelated age, and “Infomation request” were
observed above four years. In the respondent communication behavior of functional

category, “Positive respondent with. behavior” was ovserved as growing old.

Key Words: Down Syndrome, Communication, Mother-Child interaction



