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Summary

Discussions on shaping non-verbal bhehaviors and
their functional use in a mute autistic student

Tetsubumi Katoh Shigeo Kobayashi

A non-verbal autistic student were trained to make non-verbal demanding behaviors which
were manual sign and writing word. And it was discussed that after acquiring them, which were
likely to use at the generalization test situations.

The training program consisted of two main steps and one generalization test. First, the
student were trained to shape some non-verbal topographies (manual signs and writing words)
for using demanding situations by modeling, matching-to-sample, and differential reinforcement
procedure. Second, these non-verbal topographies were trained to use functional means for the
student through a progressive time-delay procedure. Third, after the training was completed,
generalization tests were conducted to assess the extent of applying usability their completed
topographies. It was observed which mode did he select and which way did he change thier
modes (from signing to writing and vice versa).

It was appeared that the student was to be likely to persistent to any single mode on some
generalization test conditions (G.T.C). And it changing of mode from writing to signing were
shown only at the time delay situation (one of the G.T.C.). These results were appeared to be
due to his persisitent behavior ptterns. Furthermore, it would be suggested that the more
effective training program should be designed to modify his persistency in order to make easy

exchangable among two modes.
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