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Summary

On Training of an Autistic Child with Remarkable Delayed Echolalia

Shinji Satake Shigeo Kobayashi

An autistic child who exhibited remarkable delayed echolalia was trained for 12 months
through 39 sessions. His language responses were longitudinally recorded and analyzed. The
delayed echolalic utterances which occured in the highest frequency at the beginning of the
sessions gradually decreased, whereas the appropriate utterances gradually increased. Also,
certain sorts of communicative functions among the appropriate utterances, such as refusal,
request, declarative, showed a tendency to increase. This may be due to the fact that a
referential or symbolic utterance gradually took the place of a nonreferential or nonsymbolic
delayed echolalic utterance accompanied by a specific sort of communicative function. Such
development of symbolic utterances appeared to be promoted by the language learning in the

clinical training.

Key word: autistic child, delayed echolalia, symbol, communicative function, language

training
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