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Summary

Physically Handicapped Students and Higher Education
— Special Provisions for Handicapped Students in Colleges and Universities —

Yuji Yanagimoto, Masato Sasaki, Kazuhiro Fujita and Masao Seo

The purpose of this study was to obtain factual data on special provisions for physically handicapped
students in institutions of higher education in order to promote accessibility.

The questionnaire made for the study, was mailed to all 4-year colleges and universities but medical colleges
in Japan. The total number of questionnaires completed by them was 221 (56.8%).

The questionnaire inquired whether or not they had accepted students with visual, hearing, orthopedic or
health handicaps and asked if special services was available to these students. In addition, it questioned on their
future policy toward the opening of college doors.

The results were surmmarized as follows:

(1) The number of applicants with disabilities for entrance examination has steadily increased.

(2) Their application procedures were trending to change from full acceptance to conditional.

(3) National and public institutions of higher education have made more efforts to promote facility accessibility
(e.g. ramps elevator), program accessibility (modification of testing and teaching methods) and supportive
services (interpreters, readers) than private ones, it seemed, however, to be not enough for handicapped
students to fully participate in educational programs.

(4) “Open policy toward admission of these students in national and/or public colleges” and special
appropriation of governmental fund for them were highly desired.

(5) It was strongly required that central service agency should provide academic and vocational guidance for
handicapped students.

Key word: physically handicapped student , higher education, accessibility



