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A Study on Rhythm and Melody of Singings in Children
with Profoundly Hearing Impairment

Yasuko OTA and Yasuyoshi KATO

The purpose of this study was to investigate the singing of the children with profoundly hearing

impairment. Subjects were 5 children in the second grade of elementary school for the deaf. Materials

for songs were two types: one was free song selected by subjects and the other was designated song

“Kaerunogassyo”. The songs by subjects were translated into musical notation. The characteristics of

children’s song were: (1) Pitch range of songs was 4-17 semitones. Subjects sang songs in various

pitch intervals and pitch contours within the range of own pitch. (2) Songs had some phrases bounded

by some breathes or most shortly intervals. Children sang each phrase in a steady beat. (3) It was the

most striking characteristic that their songs had a steady beat within each phrase in general.

Key Words: children with hearing impairment, singing, rhythm, beat, melody
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