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The Relation between the Life of the Blind and Social Attitudes toward Them
in the Late 19th Century, UK :
from 1889 Report of the Royal Commission on the Blind, the Deaf and Dumb, &c

Mayumi AOYAGI and Makio NAKAMURA

The aim of the study was to investigate the relation between the life of visually
impaired people in the late 19th century when the education and treatment for them
began 10 be considered by the Government and social attitudes toward them.

The study used the minutes of public hearings in the 1889 Report of the Royal
Commission on the Blind, the Deaf and Dumb, &c, as the primary source of data. The
Royal Commission held 116 public hearings and collected the opinions from over 150
people. Among them, 94 pieces of evidence given by people with visual impairment or
people who were working with them were analyzed in detail in this study.

In the late 19th century, “economic independence” was a basic condition to be
recognized as a member of society. The Royal Commission considered that visually
impaired people should have such financial independence and advocated the importance
of education for them. This progressive policy resulted in reduction of governmental
expenditure and, at the same time, brought considerable benefit to visually impaired
people themselves.

On the other hand, people who were working for the relief of the poor provided
support for visually impaired people who were not able to be independent, if they meet

some conditions.

Key Words : blind late 19th century, UK Royal Commission on the Blind, the Deaf and

Dumb economic independence relief



