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The Transition of Inclusive Educational Systems for Students with Visual
Impairments in Taiwan: Focusing on the Reformation of Itinerant
Teacher Programs Based on Resource Rooms

Hsia Mei Ho and Yoshike TORTYAMA

In the middle of the 1990s in Taiwan, the itinerant teacher program, the former educational
type, which was the only one inclusive educational system for students with visual impair-
ments, started to change into the present type, the itinerant teacher program based on the re-
source room. This study demonstrated the situation, the background and the factors of the
transformation. In 1995, the new system called the itinerant resource room was adopted by
one prefecture. After that, nearly two third of prefectures adopted the itinerant resource room
by 2003. The trigger of this transformation was the suggestion based on the report for the in-
vesligation of the itinerant teacher program presented by government in 1994 while there had
had an infiuence from resource rooms for other disabilities since 1980°s. What chiefly
prompted rapid change within a few years was the reformation programs of special education
that deveioped simultaneously in nation-wide, namely promotion for supporting special needs
education and financial aid for it.

Key Words : Children with visual impairments, [tinerant teacher programs,

Ttinerant resource rooms, Resource rooms, Taiwan
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