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Deaf People’s Expectation for the Sign Language Interpretation Skills

Mayumi SHIRASAWA and Sawn SAITO

This paper investigated deaf people’s expectation for the skills of sign language interpreta-
tion, by interviews and questionnaires to develop better evaluation and effective training pro-
gram. As a whole, interpretation that does not make them tired, that makes them feel at ease,
and that is equivalent to original speech was expected by deal people. Further analysis based
on subject’s background showed following features; 1) Subjects who often use interpreters
tend to like interpretation that does not make them tired from interpreters’ signing peculiari-
ties or errors. 2) JSL users likely to expect interpreters to use more JSL grammatical compa-
nemts. 3} Subjects learned in deaf school tend to prefer interpretation using JSL rather than
signed Japanese, although subjects from mainstream schools prefer clear sign without correc-
tions or etrors. 4} Deaf people mainstreamed in universities or colleges had needs to close

translation from original message or speaker’s atmosphere.

Key Words : Deaf, Sign Language Interpretation, expectation
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