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Facilitaing Attentive and Imitative Behaviors of a Child with Pervasive

Develomental Disorder through Establishing Operation : Effects of Preference

Masayo TADA and Motoshige KaTO

Establishing operation (EQ) defined by Michael {1993) are stimulus changes which
momentarily alter : the effectiveness of reinforcement, the frequency of responses which
have been consequated with these reinforcers. The concept of EQ provides behavior
analysts with a way to analyze topics related to motivation, The emprical study of EO
has mainly focused on problem behaviors and mands of persons with developmental
disabilities. Only a few studies have investigated EO for other kinds of behavior. The
purpose of this study was to cxamine the effects of EO on attentive and imitative
behavior. The subject was a autistic child with limited imitative behavior. During the
intervention, preference introduced to each task according to a multiple baseline
experimental design. Results showed that the subject’s attentive and imitative behavior
was facilitated during the intervention. It is possible that the introduction of preference
may have been influencing the subject’s motivation to respond to these tasks. The
results of this study indicated that EQO introduced in imitation training facilitate the

acquisition of imitative respons,

Key Words: pervasive developmental disorder, attentive and imitative behaviors,

preference, establishing operation, multiple baseline design



