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Special feature: New waves of Public Libraries in Japan. Present state and problems of
Japanese public libraries, Hideki MINAI (University of Library and Information Science (1-2,
Kasuga, Tukuba-shi Ibaraki 305-8550))

Abstract: In Japan recently advanced public libraries have been providing new information
services. Several guidelines that propose new management and information services have been
published. However, many other public libraries have a lot of difficult management problems. These
public libraries are not given high priority by their local governments. This is because many
Japanese public libraries do not provide adequate reference service or periodical collections, and do
not separate professional and nonprofessional duties. In these points, they are different from many
American public libraries. Japanese public libraries have not done necessary improvements for 30
years. The problems of Japanese public libraries are to advance the separation of professional and
nonprofessional duties, and to prepare for the future by forecasting the influence of information
networks on public libraries.

Keywords : Public Library / Professional Librarian / Information Service / Periodical / Internet /
American Public Library / Library Movement
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