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Skepticism and Pragmatism

Mikiko YOKOYAMA

i

FHEThrbhbhd, EOXIILT, FEHTH MBI ONWTOHFRIETE I ENTES
D, Zhid, WHCHLS S H MV TH D, ZOMWE, HEEEROFED—DOTh 5, TLT,
PEEERRIL, HEROY GEEGR) P2 EEAMETH 5, £ OEEENZTOMEERHL T X
720 BROEFHETHB LT ) — )3 F LT - Lyvry—8, TOHIEENS, 185
i, LRI, T T 4 v o EHES S, TORMBEAMRRL LS & U, EEERICROT U CiaR L
T3, INEL, MEDOMISRIZAEWNCE LS, ZOGX TR, 7979 T 4 v 7 EHEI BN
{5t A TR T 272012, 155 ORI OWTHRET T2, 20720, £F, [TBTH2bNb
M, EOLIIZLT, BB THAMBIZOWTOMHFRITETEZENTZ 00 LS Bun
BEERD —DODHTH D EVIFEMDPED I I B DN EE DB, RIZ, )ShF ALy Y v —
DYESERND G e BT %, Thnr o, %o OMEMMEHET 5., T LT, mBIZ, 0%
ADBERBIZOWTERLC S AT, T 7359 T 4 v 7 alnkinr 6 )% FikT 2720123,
NEE» %R 5,

Abstract

How can we, as subject, achieve knowledge about the objective world? This is an old question in
philosophy and is one of the origins of skepticism. Skepticism has been one of the significant problems
in philosophy of knowledge (epistemology), and the topic has been discussed by many philosophers,
including contemporary philosophers Hilary Putnam and Nicholas Rescher. Both Putnam and Rescher
try to solve the problem from a pragmatic point of view and argue against skepticism. Their solutions,
however, are different from each other. This article examines their solutions in order to argue for anti-
skepticism from a pragmatic point of view. First, I will organize the argument that the question, ‘How
can we, as subject, achieve knowledge about the objective world? ', is one of the origins of skepticism.
Next, I will review the arguments against skepticism presented by Putnam and Rescher, and will re-
view their mutual criticisms. Finally, I will discuss the issues arise in their ideas, and outline what is
important to argue for anti-skepticism from a pragmatic point of view.
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