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Abstract

The dispute known as the Ryudai Bungaku Ronso was originated in the 1950’ s, when OSHIRO
Tatsuhiro criticized the writers from Ryudai Bungaku (the University of the Ryukyus Magazine on
Literature) as being too politically oriented. To Oshiro, who believed that literature for its own sake
should be the purpose, not means, the magazine was apparently trying to make literature serve poli-
tics. The Ryudai Bungaku writers returned fire, and the rivalry thus began still continues today.

This half-a-century old schism is undoubtedly the most important battle of ideas in the field of post-
war Okinawan literature, however, since should-be relation between politics and literature has always
been the focal point, one cannot prove which camp is right and which wrong. This may explain the
prolonging nature of the controversy.

We saw last year the revival of the dispute. Regrettably, a close look at the exchange of fires for the
last one year shows that the renewed battle is embroiled with evasion tactics, misinterpretations, or
false memory which is caused by sheer oblivion. It would be necessary to clarify and sort out the
points of arguments at this juncture. In this essay, the author discusses the relation between " Ryudai
Bungaku writers " and Tatsuhiro Oshiro, and shed some light on the patterns characteristic to disputes
over postwar Okinawan literature.
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