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The Invention of The Bushido in Meiji Japan

SUZUKI Koshi

This paper is intended to reconsider the Bushido in Meiji Japan as a tradition invented in the
modern age. Many people believe that the Bushido has been the symbol of the soul of Japanese
since our country began. But in fact, the tradition of the Bushido was invented and we were made
believe that it is the identity of Japanese because it lasted from the beginning of this country. A
nationalist, Inoue Tetsujirou had a great role in this process. He said that the Bushido, which was
limited within elite Bushi class in pre-Modern age and declined first 20 years of Meiji period, must
be revived as a national spirit, because Japanese had been always militant people. Another famous
Bushido preacher, Nitobe Inazo went different way, when he published “Bushido:The Soul of Ja-
pan” in English. The Bushido compared with Chivalry was easy to understand for foreign people,
when he changed militant spirit into ethical one and played a great part in suppressing the raise of the
yellow peril movement during the Russo-Japanese War.

In this way the nationalistic and internationalistic Bushido was invented in Meiji Japan.

Keywords: the Bushido, Invention of Tradition, the militant, ethical system.
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