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Comparison of the Discourse Structure of
FFive Newspaper Articles: report on the results
of a survey of high school students
in Japan, the United States and Taiwan

Kido, Mitsuko

Bascd on an analysis of the discourse markers and the ordering of topics and
comments wsed in five newspaper reports on a survey of high school students’
attitudes in Japan, the United States and Taiwan, | demonstrate that these reports dea
nol have a common structure. The structure of each report was unified by one or twao
of the following discourse parts; 1}initial part, 2}final part, 3)initial and final part,
dpother parts. [ show that the flow of discourse may often vary even among reporls
with the same discourse structure. 1 observe that the unification of discourse
structure is delermined by the content or function of the final sentence. and that the
diseourse strocture indicated by discourse markers does not always maich the

ordering of the content structure of the repaort.
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