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On To Omou and Noda

ONO Masaki

[Abstract] This paper discusses the communicatianal function of “to omou” and
“noda” in the framework of madality research, "To omou" and “noda”, as in
“Samui to omoimasu” or “Samuindesu” express the speaker's subjectivity. How-
ever, an utterance containing "To omou” expresses more consideration towards the
listener and is more modest than "noda”.

The sentence "to omoundesu”, which is a combines of both expressions, focuses on
the reason. But, "nda to omoimasu” is unnatural when the reason is already clear in
the utterance.
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