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Investigation of temporary green spaces maintained by residents
- Case studies of two community gardens in Berlin, Germany -

Btk AR

Naomi Shimpo*

Green spaces maintained by residents under a temporary contract are regarded as key to the process of urban renewal
in shrinking cities. However, if the contract period for renting land increases, users of green spaces might show
opposition to returning lands and losing them. This paper reports situations of two community gardens in Berlin
regarding their land security. An intercultural garden in the Lichtenberg district succeeded in extending their contract
to provide a part of the land for constructing a kindergarten, which the district council needed. Another mobile garden
in the Kreuzberg district currently faces the end of their contract and gardeners are discussing if they should move
somewhere else and give the land back to build a school, as moving such a symbolic garden might place other green

spaces under pressure to develop.
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