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Implementation of The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990

Yoshitatsu NAKANO

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 ({ADA) is the world’s first comprehensive civil rights law
for people with disabilities. In this article, the author aims to discuss briefly the present state of its
implementation, mainly using various materials published or provided by federal agencies.

1) ADA enforcement regulations, guidelines and minimum standards are officially announced according to
scheduled time plans and, legally, the way toward their full implementation has been paved.

2) A number of organizations that have contracts with federal agencies or the government itself, or are
subsidized by them, are active in disseminating ADA-related information. The information in supplied
in the forms of braille, large print, audiotape, electronic file on computer disk, and electronic bulletin
board.

3) There are disability-related tax provisions for small businesses. They are also offered technical
assistance.

4) Since the ADA is still in an early stage of implementation. it is difficult to evaluate it. While the extent
of implementation seems to be increasing satisfactorily, it is recognized that further consideration is
necessary concerning the methods and content of information dissemination and technical assistance.

Key Words: ADA implementation, federal regulation. infromation dissemination
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