HRANGE e B DAL R AU AL

o) ERBEFN (20004) % HHL

Abstract

On May 01, 2000, a male 12th grade student (aged 17 years) in Toyokawa
in Aichi prefecture killed a housewife (the Toyokawa case). When questioned
about his motive for the murder, he claimed that he wanted to experience
what it felt like to kill a person. The purpose of this study is to clarify the
social construction of the incomprehensible motive of the commitment of
murder for its own sake. This motive for the murder is still considered incon-
ceivable despite the fact that in the Toyokawa case, the young perpetrator
was diagnosed with Asperger’s syndrome. This paper focuses on the assigned
motive of a person with Asperger’s syndrome and utilizes the theory of vo-
cabularies of motive and membership categorization analysis to examine
newspaper articles pertaining to the Toyokawa case.
The results of the study demonstrate the following: the distinctive personal-
ity and appearance of the male student and the trigger for the Toyokawa
case may be explained by the characteristics of Asperger’s syndrome. How-
ever, the motive for the murder cannot be rationalized by this developmental
disorder, since experts have clarified that adolescents with Asperger’s syn-
drome are less likely to commit crimes than youngsters who are not afflicted
by this condition. Therefore, the criminal motive of the Toyokawa case can-
not be justified by the teenager’s Asperger’s syndrome.
Key Words: Asperger’s syndrome, vocabularies of motive, membership catego-

rization analysis
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