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Abstract

This paper examines how the social expectation for forest volunteer activi-
ties on their own safe control has been discussed, and how the participants
have responded to it, focusing on a gap between current discussions on the
social expectations for their activities and responses from (i.e. self-recogni-
tions of) the participants.

In the early stage of activities, the participants expressed “taking responsi-
bility for their own injuries and their own lunches” to enjoy the connection
with natural environment through controlling their own bodies, with re-
sponding to the expectations from owners of natural environment and from
local residents.

However, as forest volunteer activities became well acknowledged, the
question of their risk management at an organizational level also became an
issue; it would spoil their own pleasures that they find out in relation to the
natural environment. Therefore, any forest volunteers had to keep their bal-
ance between responding to the social expectations for risk management,
and working on the field through controlling their own bodies.

Giving the highest priority to safe control as characteristic of forest volun-
teer activities, as opposed to professional forestry workers, has took a bal-
ance between them. It enables not only for organizers to take this organiza-
tional measure for distinctive working methods from professional ones, but
also for each participant to enjoy the connection with natural environment
through controlling their own bodies.

Key words: forest volunteer activities, responses to social expectations, rela-
tionships to natural environment
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