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Apvijiiapti in the Thought of Ziun
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AKIYAMA Manabu

Abstract

Ziun reads the theme of “aryastangika-marga” (“hassh6-d6”; “the noble eightfold path”) in the
Dharani of Bhaisajya-raja-bodhisattva in the 26™ volume of the Saddharma-pundarika-sitra in his
last work: Abbreviated Commentary on the Dharanis in the Saddharma-pundarika-siitra. In this
Commentary, on the other hand, he tends to interpret the Dharani of Samantabhadra-bodhisattva in
the 28" volume of that siitra from the viewpoint of mahdyéna Vijidna-vada (“Yui-shiki”). In what
relation can we consider “the noble eightfold path” and “the viewpoint of Vijiidna-vada”? Besides,
according to us, the main stream of the thought of Ziun in his last days can be characterized by the
conception of “akasa” (“Kokt”; “the Ether”); how can be related this conception with the viewpoint
of Vijiiana-vada?

Ziun published in 1783 a five-fascicle Commentary on the “Chapter on the Vijiiapti- and
Avijiapti” (“Hy0-Muhy0-sho Zui-mon-shaku”); this chapter is included in the third volume of the
Ta-ch ‘éng-fayiian-i-lin-chang (“Daijé Hoon Girinsho”) written by Kuiji. In this Commentary, Ziun
agrees to the opinion that the avijiiapti (“mu-hy6”) does not exist in the three karmans (“g6”) of the
manas (“i”). According to him, the efficacy of the avijiiapti will be doubled, but such a result is
limited only in the seven karmans of kdaya (“shin”) and vac (“go”). It will be possible for us to
surmise that Ziun advocated “Ju-zen-kai” (“the ten good precepts”) later so that the efficacy of the
avijiiapti will be doubled through the conception of these precepts as a whole. On the other hand, the
avijiiapti reaches its peak in the “samvara of anasrava” (“muro-ritsugi”), which may be used as a
synonym of the avijiiapti. It can be said that the conception of “noble eightfold path” was figured out
from the state of the “samvara of anasrava” (“muro-ritsugi”), which belongs to the
“cittanuparivartins” (“zui-shin-ten”). This “samvara” is the purest one among the three “samvaras”
(of “pratimoksa” [“betsu-gedatsu”], of “dhyana” [“joryo”] and of “andsrava” [“muro”]). So an
ascetic can experience, in the practice of this “samvara of andsrava”, the “catasra aripya-
samapattayah” (“shi-mushiki-j6”) which corresponds to the “catasra aripya-dhatus” (“shi-mushiki-
ten”), the highest “devaloka” (“ten”) in this world composed of three dhatus (“kama-dhatu” [“yoku-
kai”], “ripa-dhatu” [“shiki-kai”] and “a@ripya-dhatu” [“mushiki-kai”]). Thus we can suppose that the

state of Ziun who longed for the efficacy of the avijiiapti to be doubled was situated in the “@kasa”.
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