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Evaluation of a stuffed-animal sleepover program at a public library:
Its effects on the attitudes toward libraries and reading
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Abstract

The study aims to evaluate the contents of the stuffed-animal sleepover practice and examine
its effects on attitudes towards public libraries and reading at home. Seventeen children
participated in the activity in July, 2014 and fourteen children participated in July, 2015. In the
activity, which was revised from the usual methods, children brought their own stuffed animals
to the library and left them there on the first day. A story hour and slide show for the purpose
of reflecting on how the stuffed animals spent their time at the library was conducted on the
last day. Following this, the children were given books according to their interest. The books
were handed to them as if their own stuffed animal had selected it along with a photo album of
their stuffed animal's sleepover experience. At the end of the activity, their parents answered a
questionnaire to evaluate the activities and were also asked to give reasons for their evaluation.
Most of them evaluated the activity highly. Their reasons for the high evaluations were that
parents reported that they were able to learn how to read picture books to their children and
the photos and slide show were attractive. Others indicated that this program gave them a good
opportunity to come to the library with their children and more frequently read picture books
to them at home.
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