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For the Reconsideration on the Relationship between Mittel and Medium
of Masakazu NAKAI: Re-examination of ‘Escape and Return’(1951)
and “Mittel supported by Medium”
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Abstract

Medium and Mittel are key concepts through the entire works of Masakazu NAKAI. Michio
INABA claimed that Nakai had the lifelong advocacy “from Medium to Mittel”, but Mitsunobu
SUGIYAMA refused that Nakai had advocated “Mittel supported by Medium” in his last
years. Sugiyama cited ‘Thoughts of Countryside’ (1951) as evidence for his argument. This
was a conclusive evidence of Sugiyama thesis, but the other argument to support Sugiyama
thesis was weak. This time, by re-reading Nakai's ‘Escape and Return’(1951) in his aesthetics
papers, we find out the description providing decisive evidence to support “Mittel supported
by Medium”. In addition, we find out the coexist reason of “from Medium to Mittel” and “Mittel
supported by Medium” explored together in Nakai's text.
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