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Let us consider Johannes Kepler: imagine him on a hill watching the dawn. With him is

Tycho Brahe. Kepler regarded the sun as fixed: it was the earth that moved. But Tycho

followed Ptolemy and Aristotle in this much at least: the earth was fixed and all other

celestial bodies moved around it. Do Kepler and Tycho see the same thing in the east at

dawn ? [...] “Do Kepler and Tycho see the same thing in the east at dawn ?” is [...]

rather the beginning of an examination of the concepts of seeing and observation. [...]

theories and interpretations are ‘there’ in the seeing from the outset. [...] the

microscopist sees coelenterate mesoglea, his new student sees only a gooey, formless

stuff. Tycho and Simplicius see a mobile sun, Kepler and Galileo see a static sun

(Norwood R. Hanson, Patterns of Discovery: An Inquiry into the Conceptual Foundations of

Science, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1958, pp. 5-17).
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Seeing is not only the having of a visual experience; it is also the way in which the

visual experience is had. [...] If seeing different things involves having different

knowledge and theories about x, then perhaps the sense in which they see the same

thing involves their sharing knowledge and theories about x. [...] There is a sense, then,

in which seeing is a ‘theory-laden’ undertaking. Observation of x is shaped by prior

knowledge of x. [...] Seeing an object x is to see that it may behave in the ways we

know x’s do behave: if the object’s behaviour does not accord with we expect of x’s we

may be blocked from seeing it as a straight-forward x any longer. Now we rarely see

dolphin as fish, the earth as flat, [...] (ibid., pp. 15-22).
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Hence it is evident that each interpretation is guided by a certain interest, by a certain
putting of the question: What is my interest in interpreting the documents? Which
question directs me to approach the text? It is evident that the questioning arises from
a particular interest in the matter referred to, and therefore that a particular
understanding of the matter is presupposed. I like to call this a pre-understanding (R.
Bultmann, History and Eschatology, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1957, p.
113).
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