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Why Look at the Distance between
Folklore Studies and History Today

Evaluating Folklore Studies from Historical Studies in the 1970s and 1980s

It has been some time since people began to argue that folklore studies is in
decline. The author might not be alone in thinking that a huge gap is opening be-
tween folklore studies and history as an adjacent academic field. In this paper, by
looking back at works of and exchange among Tatsuo Hagiwara (Medieval history),
Yoshihiko Amino (Medieval history), and Yoshio Yasumaru (Modern history), all
historians who were active in the 1970s and 1980s and who positively evaluated
folklore studies in Japan, the author provides, in the form of a memoir, insights into
the possibility of integrating folklore studies and history, before questioning the
integration of folklore studies with sociology, cultural anthropology, and ecology as
currently proposed by scholars of folklore studies.
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