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There has been a tendency in recent discussions of abortion to use expressions such as
“person” and “human beings” interchangeably.()
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~~~~~~ it tends to lend covert support to antiabortionist positions. Given such usage, one who
holds a liberal view of abortion is put in the position of maintaining that fetuses, at least up to a
certain point, are not human beings.®
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If one says that the central issue between conservatives and liberals in the abortion question is
whether the fetus is a person, it is clear that the dispute may be either about what properties a
thing must have in order to be a person, in order to have a right to life —a moral question— or
about whether a fetus at a given stage of development as a matter of fact possesses the

properties in question.®)
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Specifically, in my usage the sentence “X is a person” will be synonymous with the sentence

“X has a (serious) moral right to life.”” @
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What properties must something have to be a person, i.e. to have a serious right to life? At
what point in the development of a member of the species Homo sapiens does the organism
possess the properties that make it a person? ©
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An organism possesses a serious right to life only if it possesses the concept of a self as a
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continuing subject of experiences and other mental states, and believes that it is itself such a
continuing entity.©
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To ascribe a right to an individual is to assert something about the prima facie obligations of
other individuals to act, or to refrain from acting, in certain ways. However the obligations in
question are conditional ones, being dependent upon the existence of certain desires of the
individual to whom the right is ascribed. Thus if an individual asks one to destroy something to
which he has a right, one does not violate his right to that thing if one proceeds to destroy it.%)
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“A has a right to X” is roughly synonymous with “If A desires X, then others are under a
prima facie obligation to refrain from actions that would deprive him of it.” (19
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“A has a right to X is roughly synonymous with “A is the sort of thing that is a subject of
experiences and other mental states, A is capable of desiring X, and If A does desire X, then

others are under a prima facie obligation to refrain from actions that would deprive him of it. (-

&V 7L DHEFNIEE) Y

bbb, X OHEFRIETZ S A 1L, TIRERSE DM DRIZRIRREDRIGII = EITIET 2
D) F725 Tperson] THY, X ZHCRTDEEEMZE L, B3 TN EIZHCRT 2R
DIZTRWT, HIDTHRIET- V120 TH D, ZOERICHIOIE FloTANRIIL
TSR BRI L Qe WES . ETIUE, HERIOXISR T 2B DOV T ORRK AT
REMEA R EBEIH - TE, £ ITHEFNERRD bNT . LichioTX & ANDE H1TAIE

IN—= Y URROEE & F OBBEAE—M. b v — Y —®“Abortion and Infanticide” % H .0 —  vii



RREND T LI D,

T IWElo T, MXOEED T ATIHRbHE & ¥R DF%F Abortion and Infanticide
2R3 kv — U —OFIRE, BEEEIERE Ao T e ORNCEDRIREIRT, HIL
Lk ERUTAT B Tarightto X) ERZ larightto life] ZEMA L7z EC. BEDEEL/E

fia O£ DI D,

------ having a right to life presupposes that one is capable of desiring to continue existing as
a subject of experiences and other mental states. This in turn presupposes both that one has the
concept of such a continuing entity and that one believes that one is oneself such an entity. So an
entity that lacks such a consciousness of itself as a continuing subject of mental states does not
have a right to life.('?
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