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Changes in Forest Uses and Their Influence on the Forest Landscape in Shirakawa-mura, Ogimachi
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Summary : Forest had been directly connected with local living, and to clarify change of use and its influence on forest landscape
are essential. In Shirakawa-mura Ogimachi, most of historic use of forest had decayed after 1960’s. Use and division of forest
were linked to diversity of landscapes before 1960’s. After 1960’s, grassland which was distinctive character of forest landscape
had decreased and the change makes the border between forest and village clearer than before. Forest landscape has evolved

through use by the people whose activity and occupancy shaped it, and current landscape which is covered by trees has been

formed as a result of decrease of forest use only for a few decades.
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