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The Urban System in Argentina

Nobuo TAKAHASHI

The present report attempts to describe the urban system of Argentina by analyzing
the interrelationships among cities with sparse data. Demographic characteristics of the
country, financial activities and transportation informations have been selected to study
the interrelationships. In short, the spatial occupation of inhabitants indicates the forma-
tion of a national settlement pattern. The second index is the financial activity, a very
important urban function. The accumulation and flow of capital among cities play an
important role in determining various function of an urban system. The third index is the
transportation that includés the flow of passengers, goods and services among various
regions in different scales.

A rapid increase in the urban growth of Buenos Aires has accelerated its spatial
expansion from the core region, which in turn, created the metropolitization phenomenon.
Here, the generality and salient characteristics of the urban system in Argentina will be
discussed comparing with the urban systems in Brazil (Takahashi and Yoshikae, 1984 ;
Takahashi, 1988) and in Mexico (Takahashi, 1985) and in other Latin American countries.

I The National Urban System of Argentina

1. Demography

Figure 2 depicts the distribution of cities in Argentina. The largest city, Buenos Aires,
1s located on the east coast of the country and has a dominant influence on urban functions,
Inland cities, such as Rosario, Cordoba, Mendoza, Tucuman etc., are situated in the La
Plata basin. The growth of inland cities in this country is, particularly, caused by the
development of mining industries in Chile, Peru and Bolivia. In 1816, Argentina received
the independence from Spain and grew rapidly due to the free economic policy of the
country, which allowed foreign investments and technology, and immigrants, especially,
from Europe.

Cities have various functions according to their scales that vary from a very small city
to a very large city. Figure 3 illustrated the relationship between city size and rank for
1960, 1970 and 1980. In this figure, the proper city only was taken for 1960 and the city
agglomeration was included for 1970 and 1980. It is interesting to note that patterns for
these years are very similar each other, although selected data sets differ considerably
among the periods, because Buenos Aires has always been a primate and extremely large
city, while the others have always been very small cities. For example, Buenos Aires
accounted for 35% of the total population which is equal to 10 million. Moreover, cities
below the 2 nd rank revealed an unstable condition during the last two decades. In
particular, Rosario and Cordoba have the population of one million, but most of other
cities in inland haven’t reached the level of large population. Due to the absence of many

large cities in this country, flow of goods and services, and functions of economic
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activities are directly and mainly depended upon the functions of Buenos Aires.

Table 2 shows the concentration of population of dominant cities in 23 provincias of
the country in 1980. It is worthy to note that 649% of the total population of the Neuquen
Provincia is concentrated in Confluencia. The second largest city of the country, Cordoba,
also revealed 41. 2% of the total population of the particular provincia. In short, sixteen out
of twenty-three provincias indicate that more than 30% of population is concentrated in
their dominant cities. This population distribution clearly reveals the primate city pattern
at provincia levels,

Figure 5 illustrates native provincias of the population. It is interesting to note that
inhabitants, who migrated from Buenos Aires provincia to Capital Federal alone account
for 36. 1% of the total incoming population from other provincias. The others, who migrat-
ed to Capital Federal, are mainly from Sante Fé, Entre Rios, Cordoba etc. Recent reports
also reveal a trend in migration pattern from small cities to large cities. This process is
also caused a dominant primate pattern at provincia levels, and therefore, at the national
level.

2. Financial activities

Figures 7, 8, 9 and 10 show the provincia level loans and deposits for 1970 and 1981.
These figures clearly indicate the regional differences. In 1970, Capital Federal accounted
for 47.1 and 54. 496 of the total deposits and loans, respectively. This provinia is followed
by Buenos Aires, Sante Fé, Cordoba and Mendoza. The pattern of capital distribution in
1981 was very similar to that of 1970. Figure 11 shows the year-to-year changes in the
percentage of deposits and loans in Capital Federal, Here deposits are sparsely distributed,
while loans are accumulated in the primate city, a fact that can be generally observed in
other Latin American countries. In particular, Capital Federal accounts for 69. 8% of the
total loans with 0. 3% of the total land area. The provincia-based rank size distribution of
loans for 1970 and 1981 in Fig. 13 strongly demonstrated the primacy of Capital Federal
than the other provincias. The above stated pattern is caused by the economic crisis of the
country. Figures 14 and 15 show ratios of loans to deposits for 23 provincias. In 1970, the
ratio was 103. 5%, but it increased to 130.5% in 1981. These values distinctly show the
amount of overdraft in recent years. Not only the ratios are high in all provincias, but
they also indicate an increasing trend. In short, there are two patterns in capital flow in
Argentina. 1) A large amount of capital flow towards Buenos Aires, 2) A little
amount of capital flow from the southern provincias to the northern provincias. The
former one is a common process but the later one is a different process, because the
southern provincias are basically underdeveloped, and therefore, need more capital for
their regional developments and growth.

3. Transportation

Although an attempt was made to analyze traffic flows among the cities, it was not
easily achieved due to the scarcity of data. However, a traffic flow pattern was prepared
for Cordoba provincia by using the data for 1980. The automobile transportation pattern
of Argentina is-shown in Fig. 16. This map was produced by Juan A. Roccatagliata

(1980). In Argentina, an infrastructure of railway transportation was developed a long
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time ago, but in recent years the automobile transportation revealed a steady development
than that of railway transportation which was undoubtedly caused by the growth of
Buenos Aires.

As a nodal point, Buenos Aires shows the accumulation of a large amount of goods
and services and a greater number of immigrants. Not only that, it also shows five axis of
routes from its core region, in which the dominant one runs through the La Plata basin
connecting Rosario, Resistencia-Corrientes, Cordoba etc. Based on the flow pattern from
the core region, the region of influence can be indentified. Apart from Buenos Aires,
there are some sub-centers, e.g., Cordoba, Mendoza, Tucuman Resistencia-Corrientes,
Jujuy and Rosario.

Figure 17 shows the passengers flow pattern in Cordoba provincia in 1980. This figure
reveals the connections by flow networks between Cordoba and its sub-centers, S. Fran-
cisco, Dean Funes, Carlospaz, Rio Cuarto, etc. Here, not only the population distribution
pattern but the passenger flow pattern also demonstrated the primacy of Cordoba city.

I Agglomeration of Buenos Aires and the urban system

1. Urban Growth of Buenos Aires

In 1982, Buenos Aires was named as the permanent capital city. Since then, facilities
for harbor developments have been expanded, which in turn, increased trade facilities
with other countries. As a result of the development process, about 90% of immigrants
settled in the coastal area of Buenos Aires beginning from the middle part of 19th century.
Administrative offices, and financial institutions were established along the La Plata river
due to increased international trade activities, These buildings formed a European-style
townscape and 1t was surrounded by residential areas. /

Not only trade activities, but the total population also increased steadily. In 1968, the
total population was 190, 000. It increased by eight times 1n 45 years, that is to 1, 500, 000 in
1914. By 1927, it reached the figure of 2, 000, 000. In 1947, the total population of Capital
Federal was 2, 9800, 000, the highest value ever observed in this provincia, But after 1947 an
outflow in population from Capital federal was noticed due to the agglomeration of Buenos
Aires, At present, the occupied area of Capital Federal is 200ks but the agglomeration area
of the provincia is 1700kd. This area has a total population of 9, 700, 000 which is equal to 35
% of the total population. The decentralization of functions in this area has accelerated the
process of metropolitanization. It has been further encouraged actively by transportation,
In particular, the construction of railroad network was started in 1857, the tram lines were
constructed in 1989 and the construction of subways was begun in 1913.

2. The urban core

2.1 Microcentro

Anne and Clande Collin-Delavaud (1987)classified the urban core into two centers, 1)
Microcentro and 2) Macrocentro, Urban core functions mainly include commercial,
cultural, administrative and office functions. These functions not only influence Buenos
Aires, but also the entire country. Here the original form of an urban core was formed in
the later part of 19th century. It is very interesting to note that since 1930 the location of the
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urban core did not show any changes in its position. In the Microcentro, historical
monuments, avenues, plazas and grid pattern of roads are noticed. This pattern also did
not show any spatial changes between historical and modern times. Thus, this fact has
caused deteriorations in the establishment of buildings and facilities.

As in other countries, financial institutions are concentrated in a small area. In parti-
cular, banks are congested in the streets of Rivadavia, 25 de Mayo, Tucuman and
Esmeraldas. There were 284 financial institutions in 1980, in which 130 of them were head
offices. The gathering of financial institutions, head offices of large enterprises forms the

“City phenomenon” which is clearly observed in Buenos Aires.

2. 2 Macrocentro

The Macrocentro is bounded by Sante Fé, 9 de Julio, Belgrano and La Plata. The
population density is higher in this area than that of the Microcentro. Commercial areas
and offices are, particularly, developed aloné the main axis from the Microcentro, though
they are not homogeneous. However, wholesale business distributions may be found
around the railway stations.

2.3 Suburbs

Five axis from the urban core, railway networks, colectivo from the railway networks,
motorization have accelerated the process of sub-urbanization, However, the suburbaniza-
tion is not homogeneous in all regions. Since 1960, residential areas among high buildings
have been formed in the northern area. Due to the above stated process of agglomeration,
the area of old settlements has been converted into an industrial area, e.g., Barracas,
Avellaneda, Metaderos, etc. A part from these, secondary urban core phenomena are
observed in Belgrano and in Flores, which are located within 10 and 9 km distances from
the urban core, In Villa Cresno, Santa Fé and San Martin, small central places are found
where middle class residential areas are located.

Although the population in very high, the hierarchy of central places is not well
organized. This might have been caused by lack of tertiary activities and public facilities.

I A comparison of urban systems among Latin American countries

The “City phenomenon” , which was caused by various functions of financial institut-
ions and important offices in Buenos Aires, is very similar to that of Mexico City, Rio de
Janeiro, S. Paulo and other large cities in the world. However, it is worthy to note that
the location of the urban core did not show any significant changes in its position between
historical and present times. For example, the urban core of Mexico City moved from
Zocalo to Alameda district and, at present, it is in Paseo de la Reforma. In S: Paulo, the
urban core moved from Centro to Av. Paulista and partly to Av. Lima, -As a result of a
stable location with 10 million population, Buenos Aires has a number of problems that
include deterioration of buildings, lack of space, heavy traffic jams, etc. Moreover, the
hierarchy of central places is also not well developed in Buenos Aires compared with the
agglomeration of large cities in Mexico and in Brazil.

Similar to other countries in Latin America, the primate pattern in urban system is
clearly noticed in Argentina. In Brazil, next to S. Paulo and Rio de Janeiro there are
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seven big cities, each of them has the population of one million. In Mexico, there are two
major cities next to Mexico City. They are Guadajara and Monterrey. In addition to these,
twin cities are developed along the boundary between Mexico and the U.S. A.. Therefore,

the rank size rule pattern somehow reaches a close relation in Mexico and in Brazil. To
see the above mentioned pattern in economic funtions, financial activities were analyzed.

Here the analysis was based on banks alone, which repersent the upper circuit of Milton
Santon’ s (1975) explanation.

Overdrafts and their increasing trends are common phenomena in Argentina. Financ-
ial activities are accumulated in the primate city compared with that of population.
Although these facts are generally observed in Latin American countries, they are strik-
ing in Argentina. The analysis and the discussion on the urban system in Argentina
reveal that the primacy of Buenos Aires is higher than that of cities in Mexico and in
Brazil. One of the reasons, may be a comparatively less urban population in Argentina (30
million)than in Brazil (140 million) and Mexico (80 million) which does not allow to grow
many central places, and therefore, a hierarchical central place system at the national

level.
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