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Diachronic Change in Newspaper Discourse on the “Crime Victimization

of Children”

The Origin of the Expansion of Preventive Measures

SAKURAI Junpei
(Graduate School, Tsukuba University)

The purpose of this research is to examine the background of expanding the measures that
have been preventing the crime victimization of children since the 2000s from the perspective of
constructionism. The object of analysis is a newspaper discourse on the cases of children killed from
1970 to 2011 in Asahi Shimbun. After considering elements of criminal reporting, the period was
divided into four terms. The main features and their changes in discourse are as follows:

1) In the first term (1970-1978), discourse is mostly a factual report.

2) In the second term (1979-1996), the cases began to be reported as if stories with
perpetrators, victims, bereaved families, and other parties. This term has three important changes.
First, as reporting on victims had increased, victimization became a more important problem. And
the continued killing of children was considered a problem. Second, as reporting on bereaved
families had increased, the sadness of their circumstances was emphasized. In view of their sadness,
discussing measures for decreasing the number of victims became more important than examining
the reasons that perpetrators commit such a crime. Third, perpetrators were described as not
abnormal individuals but normal individuals. Consequently, the cases came to be considered a
problem that could happen at any time and place.

3) In the third term (1997-2005), the implementation of and demand for preventive measures
began to be described in discourse on the cases. The three changes in discourse during the second
term may have stimulated the discourse on preventive measures.

Based on these changes in discourse, the study concludes that people’s perceptions over the
cases which children were killed have changed. As such, Japanese people are thinking child murder

victims increase in number and looking positively at expanding preventive measures.



