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Reexamination of the Correspondence Theory of Truth
Kouji HASHIMOTO

The correspondence theory of truth says that truth consists in a relation between truth
bearers such as ideas, propositions, or sentences and something other than truth bearers
such as reality, facts, or state of affairs. However it i1s very difficult to pursue the
correspondence theory of truth, which 1 would like to show in this paper. Three
correspondence theories are examined: one is Russell's theory which is based on the
so-called multiple relation theory of judgment, another is Wittgenstein's theory which is
found in his Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus, and the other is Russell's another theory
which is advanced in his “The Philosophy of Logical Atomism”™ and Analysis of Mind. All
of them, I think, lead to what I call the pseudo-correspondence theory of truth whose

essence is revealed in the following schema:
x is true iff x has a relation R to y and y has some property z.

The pseudo-correspondence theory of truth is not a correspondence theory because
according to it truth consists not in a relation R but in y which may be reality, facts, or
state of affairs. Therefore | conclude that both Russell and Wittgenstein fail in pursuing
the correspondence theory of truth.
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