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A Study of Seo Kyeong Deok’s Concept of “Tai-xu’
Nobuo HORIIKE

Seo Kyeong Deok was a philosopher of the Korean Dynasty of Choson, Even though he was a
philosopher of Korea, his philosophy as well as the tradition of Korean philosophy, were deeply
involved in the tradition of Chinese philosophy. Seo Kyeong Deok was specifically inflnenced by
the philosophy of Zhang Zai in Sung Dynasty.

The basic concept of Zhang Zai's philosophy is “Tai-xu.’ The characteristic of ‘Tai-xu’ was the
epistemology of space. The space was not to be taken as three-dimensional frame consisted of
length, width and height or as an infinite empty space, but as an existence of 'Qi’(=material) and
an order which formed and constructed space. The three-dimensional frame or the empty space
are familiar to the representation of our daily life, however, the space as an order of material was
beyond the feelings of our daily life, For this reason, the epistemology of Zhang Zai to time and
space seemingly was incoherent in the tradition of Chinese philosophy.

However, Seo Kyeong Deok accepted and succeeded to Zhang Zai’s epistemology, moreover,
Seo Kyeong Deck not only developed the character in space of Zhang Zai's “Tai-xu’ but also
introduced the character of time. It was that the continuous order of ‘Qi' (=material) developed
and constructed time.

The understanding of time and space as four-dimensional {three-dimensional space + one-
dimensional time) frame copes well with the sense on time and on space of our daily life, On the
contrary, the order of material consisted of time and space is unfamiliar to our daily experiences,
However, to the knowledge of natural science today, the order of material consisted of time and
space is supposed to he the reality of this world,

The philosophy of Seo Kyeong Deok, the successor of Zhang Zai, was an early example toward
the world outlook of science nowadays in East Asia.
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