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Changes of Cultural Landscape in Kusatsu Spa

in Gunma-ken, Japan

Hiroshi SASAKI

The town of Kusatsu is one of the most famous spas in Japan and is famous for its spa music
“Kusatsubushi”. The town is abundant in hot spring water from Shirane volcano (2160 m high),
and the volume of hotspring water out of more than 100 springs (36,839 I/minute) in Kusatsu is
the second biggest after Beppu in Ooita-ken (80,000 I/minute). Hotspring water here is hot (49>~
95.5C) and acid (pH 2.1). So it has been used for the cure of diseases as venereal disease, lep-
ra etc. In 1878, German doctor Dr. Edwin Bilz, one of the founder of Faculty of Medicin, Uni-
versity of Tokyo, visited Kusatsu, and admired the way of time bathing Uikan’yu). He bought
land to build here Kurort (resort area) of German style. The guests to Kusatus were used to stay
here for about 40 days to cure.

After the high pitched economic development in 1960s and 70s, the number of visitors in
Kusatsu has been increasing (three million in 1994) and new landscapes have been built as big
hotels, ski courses and lifts, pensions, villas, big resort mansions and a concert hall. The land-
scape of town has changed from traditional hotspring settlement in basin to the modern resort
towns on the hill area. The traditional classic Kusatsu is renewed in old style. The mayer of the
town has been elected from the six owner families of big hotels, which are located around Yuba-
take square beside the biggest hotspring in the basin.

Key Words: Dr. Bilz, resort mansion, common bath, Kusatsu International Summer Music
Academy and Festival
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