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Does a steretype of height really exist?:
The effect of height stereotype on impression formation

Mariko Yamamoto (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305, Japan)

The present study examined the effect of height on impression formation. Four people (two
males and two females) were selected from among 17 people as stimulus persons. Height was con-
trolled by changing the size of each photo of the stimulus person within three ranges (high /
middle / low). 267 university students were randomly assigned as subjects into each of the experi-
ment conditions (height (3) X stimulus person (2) X sex (2)) and asked to fill out questions
about their impressions of the target person. :

Results of analysis of variance showed significant effects of height in ten aspects of impress-
ion with the male stimulus person. The male stimulus person in the high range gave the impress-
ion of being more responsible, more considerate, more industrious, and more matured imperssions
than the male in the short range. The difference of height of the female, on the other hand, showed
significant effect in only four aspects. Moreover, no consistent connections were found between
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height and the socially desirable impressions of the female stimulus person.

Key words: sterotype, effect of hight, impression formation.
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IBPANENFTIZb DN H B .164 2.150 1.389 1.339 .054 .152 HXSXSEX*

HERFHE 2k, FEGEROEMRIZOWTIEPRLL.

FAEMZDWTCE, BEEMEIBOLNAEDIIDVTDOAZFONEL HEKES % TRL7 .

Tp<.10 / *p<.05 / FFpL01 / *F*p<001



130 ARBERFLHEHFRE £17F
Table 4 HEINT ARG Z 28R (EE) -5 OERE
I 4 - 1
a0 Flligg o WERE EHEAEH man Tl HERE ZHIEH
EHE 2] DR EyEs it 1) DHZ
(H) EMR EiE S (H) EMR EE S
(s) (SEX) (s) (SEX)
REHTH S .870 9.175** 5.044* 4.123* | 6.953 6.710%* | HxS*
BERRE D 5T D .150 1.532 1.079 3.572% | 28.771 1.913
TENHDH B .087 3.987* 4.820* 2.864% | 2.423 1.822 HXxS*
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Tohv, LLTTEEDT, #OEUERLKDT
M7z (Fig. 4 ). '
ZORE, BLLBIITL o EBITEL RN v,
LEZBLDP%HHRELBEBL CHY. i, TH
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FRHE B XHIEAY B X MR BE X HE X M
ELZENTWE >R
BHRTH 5 B>
BLEYEDH 5 wH> K
EHETHA 5>
BIERTH S & <K
BI)SIiFw B R
FLHTH5H * Tl A 1 DA
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KA IFN > K
BLeNDY * D A
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ZDEHIZ, BHEDOEREIIOWT, B0/~
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L) ORBRLLEDFIED - 7.

Z =
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ERR B E XA £ R X PR 5 RO

AR =Y HHE *
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[ i
ERERE - Th <K
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[ i
LELW B>
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