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A psychological study of a fairy tale, “Three little pigs” (1) : Examination of the structures of the
stories and conveyed values

Shusuke Fukuzawa, Masato Onose, and Toshinori Ishikuma (Institute of Psychology, University of
Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305, Japan)

A popular fairy tale, “Three little pigs”, has variety in story development. In this study, the
structures of a sample of five stories in Japanese and four in English, and the conveyed values
were examined. In the setting in Japanese and English stories, when three pigs left the mother,
they were encouraged to build thier own houses and become “independent”. However, only in English
stories the pigs were expected to “seek their fortune”. In story development in Japanese and Eng-
lish, “hard work” and “cleverness” to survive is valued using the third pig as a model. In
Japanese “cooperation” of three pigs against the wolf is described while in English “competition”
among three pigs for a stronger house is described. In the ending of some stories, the wolf, who
was not “clever” enough to survive, was aten by the third pig. Furher studies including more stories

45

and more languages are necessary.

Key words: “Three little pigs”, basal readers, value education, cross-cultural, fairy tales.
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Three little pigs X X
Mother X X

* Wolf
* Warning for the wolf X
Leaving mother ) '
Building own house X
Not enough to keep ’ X
Seeking their fortune X
EStory
First little pig
Strow houses X X X
Man with strow X X
Not very strong X
* The wolf Watching X
* The two other pigs watching X
Danced and played(flute) : X
Lazy X

Second little pig :

Sticks X X - X

Man with sticks X X

Not very strong X
* The wolf watching X
* The third pig watching X

Sang and played(fiddle)

Lazy
Third little pig
Bricks X
Man with bricks X
Strong
* The wolf watching

Hard work X
* Rest and play

I'll be safe : X

The wolf - the First pig

Came before the other pigs built houses X

after the other pigs built houses

Huffed and puffed X

Ate ' X

Ran to the second pig X

wolf - the Second pig

Came before the third pig built a house X

after the third pig built a house X

Came as sheep

Huffed and puffed

Ate

Ran to the third pig X
The wolf - the Third pig

Huffed and puffed

Turnips

Apples

Fair

Down the chimney

Hot water

End of the wolf

Ate the wolf for the supper
) Ran out X

BEnding

Happy thiree pigs X
* Not so bad wolf X
* Too clever third pig X

Third pig lived happy X

X X XX

X

X X X
X XX

X X X X

X X X
X X

Th

o
X X X

X X
X X

X X X X XX
XX XX XXX

X

X X X

E 1 D1: Puffin Books, D2: Ladybird Books, E1: Random House, E2: A Little Golden Books
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