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Future perspectives within Japanese and Chinese children: A comparative study about children’s

expectations and concerns for the future

Jingjing Chen (Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba

305-8572, Japan)

Tutomu Nagasaki, Ichiko Syouji and Yuji Moro (Faculty of Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba,

Tsukuba 305-8572, Japan)

Adopting a comparative methodology, this study attempts to identify similarities and differences in
children’s expectations and concerns for the future between Japan and China. Fourth-grade elementary-
school children were invited to describe three future events that they expected and three future

events that they were concerned about. Qualitative analysis was conducted on the response contents.
Comparison analysis revealed that, to some extent, responses related to both expectations and concerns
about the future were very similar. However, it also indicated that Chinese children have more active
and motivated attitudes towards their futures than Japanese children. Moreover, Chinese children also
have much clearer images about what they want to be in the future than the Japanese children. The
study argues that differences in the traditional cultures and the current social environments between

two countries may contribute to these results.
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