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The effects of harmonization between word's meaning and prosody on implicit memory: A study

utilizing prosody harmonized to typography

Kozue Miyashiro (Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba,

305-8572, Japan)
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In daily oral communication, we often produce speech where word prosody is harmonized to

meaning. The study investigates the role of such harmonization by manipulating prosody, using auditory
(Exp. 1) and visual (Exp. 2) word-fragment completion tasks and a recognition task. In the auditory
presentation of words, prosodic harmonization was manipulated at encoding. The study also examines

modality-specificity effects within the recognition task because prior studies have failed to yield
consistent results. The results revealed no harmonization effects for both explicit and implicit memory.
Moreover, while a modality-specificity effect was observed in the word-fragment completion task, it
was not observed in a recognition task. Based on these results, the paper discusses the effects of

harmonization on implicit and explicit memory and on the modality-specificity effect.
Key words: word's meaning, prosody, harmonization, modality-specificity effect
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