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abstract

It is widely recognized that digital archives have a large potential for a community to keep their
memories and records for the future, to protect their valuable resources from natural and human
originated disasters, and to promote the regional economy and culture. In Japan, most digital archives
are developed only by major national memory institutions and some regional institutions. However,
many medium or small regional institutions are reluctant to develop digital archives because of the
lack of their human and financial resources. Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communication (MIC)
organized a research group on digital archives (Chideji-ken) from February 2011 to March 2012. The
group published a recommendation to promote digital archives in Japan where some key issues are

discussed. This paper first overviews digital archives to help understand the fundamental features of



digital archives. It briefly shows the recommendation of the group. It discusses cloud computing
environment for digital archives and metadata infrastructure for networked digital archives followed

by concluding remarks.
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