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Wittgenstein's Thinking on the Paradox of Sensation and
Private Language

Akio Kikai

This article presents a comprehensive interpretation of the part of Wittgenstein's
Philosophical Investigations in which the so called “private language arguments” are giv-
en (§ §243-315). The kernel of our interpretation is that the whole thinking of Wittgen-
stein in this part is organized around a paradox about sensation terms such as “pain” or
“sensation” that is presented in § 293 and § 304 with respect to the famous allegory of
“beetle in a box”. Our interpretation is that Wittgenstein presents a series of systematic
and comprehensive thinking about the background, source, structure, and the resolution
of the paradox of sensation. The core of this paradox is the following: when we wrongly
consider sensation terms as names of our inner and private experiences, it looks as if the
existence of these experiences were irrelevant to our use of these terms. This article
shows the total thinking of Wittgenstein on these matters by systematically analyzing

the strategically most important texts of this part.

31

FHI





