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Residential Concentration of Chinese Newcomers in a Public
Apartment Complex in the Suburbs of Tokyo:

A Case of Kawaguchi Shibazono Danchi in Saitama

JIANG Wei®™ and YAMASHITA Kiyomi

Since Chinese government adopted Open and Reform Policy in the end of 1978, large
numbers of new Chinese migrants have moved to the various countries in the world from
mainland China.

A great many Chinese began to come to study at Japanese language schools and in the
universities in Tokyo about the middle of 1980’s. At first these Chinese newcomers tent to live in
cheap apartments around the central area of Tokyo, especially Shinjuku and Ikebukuro. But
recently their residential areas have spread into the suburban cities of Tokyo Metropolitan Area.

The purpose of this study is to discuss the process of residential concentration in the public
apartment complex in the suburbs of Tokyo and the mode of their living by examining the case of
Kawaguchi Shibazono Danchi in Kawaguchi City, Saitama Prefecture. The authors had been
interviewing Chinese newcomers living in the complex and sent out questionnaires.

Kawaguchi Shibazono Danchi was built in 1978. Because of the buildings have become old
and the construction of the houses are old-fashioned, the public apartment complex became
unpopular with Japanese residents. Therefore vacant houses have increased year by year. On the
other hand, Chinese newcomers gradually concentrated to live in the apartment complex. Good
public facilities, such as a primary school, a high school, a community center, are in the area and
around the complex. They have many opportunities to meet the people from the same country.
These can be recognized as the main factors of the residential concentration of Chinese
newcomers in the complex.

More than 20 % of the dwellers in Kawaguchi Shibazono Danchi are Chinese newcomers.
Most of them have high academic careers and have professional occupations such as IT jobs.

Key words: Chinese newcomers, Chinese new immigrant, public apartment complex, residential
concentration, foreigners in Japan, Tokyo Metropolitan Area, Kawaguchi in Saitama
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