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The Identification of the Shape of the Kanji Characters
among Non-Kanji Background Students : A Case Study of Thai High School Students
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Abstract

This study focuses on how Thai learners of basic Japanese language recognize
the shapes of unknown kanj/, and on what kinds of shapes are difficult or easy for
them to recognize. In order to explore this, a kanji shape discrimination task was
administered via a computer program specially designed to test learning of kanji
shapes. This test was used to investigate the kanji character identification issues
among 103 Thai learners of Japanese language in a high school (Grade 10-12) in
Bangkok, Thailand.

The results of survey reveal that, in the case of the identification of unknown
kanji characters with a total stroke count of between 6-16 strokes, there is no
substantive difference in perception of the shape of kanji characters between Thai
learners of different grades. In addition to the survey, follow-up interviews of 18
randomly selected learners were conducted in order to learn the reasons why
they perceived or identified certain kanji characters in the kanji discrimination
task as ‘difficult’ or ‘easy’. The results reveal that the perception of karnji shapes is
significantly different between students who have just started learning kanji and

students who have been learning kanji for one to two years.
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5 EDHFEBEFFIEOFEICRATE S, BEEFOBNDITVIFEEDL IFEFOSFHETY
R ZHATT IV 7 Xy F BT DORMORE & BEMN T THEASEANR 5N S, T DM
T, 1FEOK S GHIAEEIC, HEOHEFENL ., BMULOTOBKEE (BN ImEE
T, MOWRICET Z2BMEODENED) | HEWVIE, HEEFETELCL T, KOB{ETY
OEFDOFRICEBNETE, VA FICHEEI VLT LB LD TR RV EBDNS, £/, B
HEZOBMNZVEPORMTIE., BIEEFERYET L ORILOME, BEFREORIRZED
MOMHBHELEE > TV RVERELDERICEHE OMBEZED N — 2 T RigET 5T

265



Area Studies Tsukuba 34 : 247-270, 2013

266

LICE- T, O BRVERIETHTOIRE EOMMNESET 2N D5, ThhE, EFD
LW ORSRERDOIIR E TRM T E, EEOROLRE EOHHNI NG DLET 5L D1
BoT3FEDL N, HF2FAREPLICHE LAN S, HLU LTI, LUl 28Rz
D2 TG L FREDOEN T B FIEOD MO BEFOMMER, £2i3, FL0dEx
EfEEITNE., LOMRNCHEETELOTIEEVNEEDNS,

SEDRE

BEFOFIICER L TFEOMINCE T 2 REZ17 o 7okR. MBI ZER DENZ U
ERLNTBVLEVSHRN Mz, RIS, RANRER, EFZRIE VD IR FTEE
DERMFMES LEDETZD, RENZVFIEZHLADDLLDODBEBEDFLEH LT
THHRIHZ LTWB 5 LT EWgh o T, HEFICHT BRI RO L WA EE DG &
. BRI RTFOL DRMERDOFEIN S TORHEIEL TWA XS A, EFOBEMART
AFREPHE L  THEEICCVARROILIROZEAEICHET 521 V21 —RNMERENS &
21T, BB Lo TTIERRM - FERZEMETLE S &, ELVTORKOFEERETIC
FAEOEZIRGZ LB ZEATLESI LD B, ZDH, FREBRPT O ¥ EE
IS &0 B (1992) o, HERA (1991) THRNMEINTWA KD IC, EFOREMKIA
IRERENLTHET B, &3, EFEZMEREUTHA S I LB EZTRT ZH0ENH S
S0 LML, EDKDEHEEEDERBETAZ IO 0D, £, TORMEZENDZDIES
BOFEE Lz,

Y COWREMICE LTRICT 2T EMNTEROE, EKE AR ONMNTRETH
%, MEMEEBEE, EREBIROBLETIEEL Y RS RICEBLDTY, £z, ZA/EAD
FETT. BRELEVEREZRKEZEVTRECHIL T LEE 2BNFTT, FHI LMD
DEBOLFFD L BILEHA L LT, BRI A TR TV ERT,



Area Studies Tsukuba 34 : 247-270, 2013

51F -« BEXHE

JABREIT Ty b, TAmT AT - AY—F 2011 TREERG T T a— B D EE
e THARZEWRERRETRE) 770-771—,

AT T 1992, TEFORERDICET 2 —FH—HATREEDHIc—] TXEFFHVI.
FER) 22%. 43—54R—Y,

MR TRETF.2010. T35 L1 HEFEBORMEES—RFEOSULEIC K 230 —] @A TH
AFREEN DT D DEEL - RG] < ALBHR, 171-174X=

WAEF.2003. T MEEFEREIIZE) (& TESFEESEL LONIEREL 5 50 TItiEE R
FELYZ—HRE) BTH5. 69-7TT—,

HAE BB E I HR.2009. TEK20EE HAGERE GRS - 4R & Eff (BARRECD -
ATV w7 FEROBMEN) 1 FLAK

HERRA.1991. TxRid L HAFEAE ) A

Jack Halpern (ed). 2005. The Kodansha Kanji Learner's Dictionary, Kodansha.

Kodansha International Ltd. 1991. Kodansha's Essential Kanji Dictionary: A Compact

Character Dictionary for Students and Professionals. Kodansha International Ltd. (% -7 Z8hR

Silapattagul, Wanchai(iR).2007. Kodansha's Compact Kanji Guide. Thai Watthanapanich
Press. )

ouf

ollini, Aldo..1994. “The Importance of Form in the Teaching of Kanji", Sekai no nihongo kyouiku,
4, June, pp. 107-116.

267



Area Studies Tsukuba 34 : 247-270, 2013

<HEFRN > PBEWSREEY A (EEH#HHIFEEOTANI&2M)

B

i
i

1

[\
o
of
o
L
-t
L4
P

2

@

St

H

i

9 - R
10 25 %
11 26 %
: .
13 28
14 29

R N S o RS R D CE oY M BE M oY

R A O 38 W R @Y ek B % Y
REEASEYFARALT TS

I

15 30

(BB, EREBAA=ITHD, MEDERTRBEDT > hEE>IY A X TH B, )

268



Area Studies Tsukuba 34 : 247-270, 2013

<ERLZ> RENGREFU A EFEEBEO T A R3AD

B0 gEFE JEIR BIR EiR EIR
1 2 3 4 EE

1t

=3 3
FAR)

FAS Y FAX Y
e e 4
SRS o

= 3

~

2 mp B B o O

B ¥ B moR BB ¥
< SE I 5

=V
/

8

35 1
T
SIEE I

(B, LR34 A=Y THD, MHAOBRTREDT 4+ FeE- Tt A A TH %, )

T IS¢ SR mh B BB 2 3%
ek

B OF) SR T S B O X o

9

10

269



Area Studies Tsukuba 34 : 247-270, 2013

<ER3>EFHBRORHEA Y — b

i BT 4 / SRR
B2 TWAKE, HEEOBEHR. FLT. BEFOBRZENTLIFEEN,

e FHT Bk

(xB. PEICBZARERMEDNTED, TONEZEENHAFRICHRLZON L TH

%O)

i

270

IEAFERDRBR IR E 48k (F - FBROMy (HE | BFOHA . MEITEZORICHEDLIME) O
2008 ED@HZEM O 3 #) ¢ R | B ORI 20 M. B IEFEONK 15 BB LU 2008 £0BERD 44 - M
BT EEFEOFH 15 M. METEFOR 10 E2RBATT A MefTol, (HAREBEEXERS 2009.) #AE
HHOREATIIER | FERERSE, FREOFZEDRA, EEOY¥REIRDIIEN DT, BAEENRE 3
W& A ICHBEENLEFIEERBE L TOWRVEDONB N0, AR TR OISR & Lz,
HENSRE L A EYEFERICELT 2O F/FEBEOBRE (B 1 £~ 3FEDEFT3H) LOF O
OBmRE (ER 2 FE~ 3FEEORF 3HD) THEMN. KR THWIMED DIZOD AREEBE OFEKED
103 NDHTHBo



	0230
	0231
	0232
	0233
	0234
	0235
	0236
	0237
	0238
	0239
	0240
	0241
	0242
	0243
	0244
	0245
	0246
	0247
	0248
	0249
	0250
	0251
	0252
	0253

