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The collection, preservation and budget of a magazine in Japanese public libraries
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Abstract

[0 Magazines feature articles with very interesting themes and contain information that is not available in books.
Therefore, magazines form an essential part of literature on various topics. They are also important materials in
public libraries. However, according to various studies, unlike with books, magazines have been neglected in terms
of collection, preservation, and budget allocation in Japanese public libraries. Few studies have focused on the
characteristics of and problems with magazine articles.

[J Setting the survey item through a literature review, this paper first presents an assessment of the importance of
collection, preservation, and budget allocation practices concerning magazine issues in public libraries. Second,
through a questionnaire survey, we investigate the current status of magazines in public libraries across the
country. Based on the results, we also identify the prevailing trends and issues.

0 The investigation revealed the following: (1) compared to books, magazines tend to be neglected in public
libraries; (2) libraries that regard magazines important are actively involved in collection and preservation activities;
and (3) large libraries, such as municipal and prefectural libraries, that have many resources, such as storage space
and collection title, consider magazines important. However, in terms of initiatives, there seems to be little difference
between big and small libraries.
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