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Children’s Awareness of Developmental Disabilities

The objective of this research was to clarify children’s awareness of
developmental disabilities. Specifically, we asked healthy children how they
understand the problem behavior that are common among children with
developmental disabilities (disobey their teachers and continue playing, do not
share their favorite book, and cream when they have to start an activity that they
do not like).

The research subject was 58 second year students, and 62 third year students.
The method was to conduct individual interviews. The problem behaviors were
explained in a picture story show. The answers were provided in documents with
illustration and writing. The children selected the answers.

The result showed that the third year students are less tolerant of children who
display problem behaviors than second year students. It suggested the background
factor that the third year students are aware of the school rules such as “we must
follow the teacher’s direction” and “we must share books and toys with everyone”.
It also suggested that the reason the second year students are more tolerant of
children who display problem behavior is that it is related to the fact that they

remember experiencing similar situations.
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