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The Argument from Illusion and Disjunctivism
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Abstract
The idea that our experiences are of mind independent objects and we can be directly aware of those

objects is natural. But many philosophers have been arguing against najve realism because of the
possibility of perceptual errors. ‘The argument from illusion’ is one of those arguments. According to
‘the argument from illusion’ , najve realism is incompatible with the possibility of illusion and it is
therefore false. Yet, there are some philosophers against ‘the argument from illusion’. Fish is one of
them. He adopts disjunctivism (one of the main views in the current debate about perception) and
claims that najve realism is compatible with the possibility of illusion. This article examines whether
Fish’ s argument is reasonable in order to claim that the response to ‘the argument from illusion’
embodied in disjunctivism is not unreasonable. To that end, I will start with an account of the concep-
tion of najve realism here. Next, I will organize ‘the argument from illusion’ . Then, I will review
Fish’ s response to ‘the argument from illusion’ embodied in disjunctivism and another response to
‘the argument from illusion” (Smith’ s idea). Finally, I will argue that the response to ‘the argument
from illusion’ embodied in disjunctivism is not unreasonable.
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