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Young Knat and Chinese Philosophy
—— Focusing on the Chinese Informations of Bilfinger

Yoshitsugu IGAWA

Immanuel Kant researched about physics deeply during adolescence. The result is Gedanken von
der wahren Schétzung der lebendigen Krifte. Some researchers indicated that the way of thinking
in this writing continued and developed even to the second-half thought of Kant. For example, it is
the way of thinking which attaches greater importance to a middle and probability than to an Law
of excluded middle in logical thinking, etc. Young Kant was confessing that the methodology of
the physics paper of Bernhard Bilfinger resembling his own. Bilfinger—belonging to the school
of Leibniz and Wolff who highly esteemed the Chinese philosophy—had the very deep knowledge
about the Chinese philosophy. For example, Billfinger considered and commented about contents of
The Four Chinese Classics including Doctrine of the Mean earlier than Wolff. The book emphasized
that conflicting opinions must be closely examined and balance must be gained. Bilfinger had full
knowledge of such methodology through Jesuits translation of chinese classics. This treatise tries to
examines a physics article to which Kant referred and contents of the special work about the Chinese
philosophy by Billfinger, and to verify whether the basic method theory of the Chinese philosophy
flowed in even to Kant’s thought.
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