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An Observation on the Tempo

of Speech Language:

From a view of Duration and Pitch Construction

MARUSHIMA Ayumi

The purpose of this paper is to clarify how the Japanese speakers recognize the speech
tempi.

In this experiment, some Japanese native speakers heard several pairs of Japanese natural
speeches of monologues, with the same number of morae and length, and judged which sounds
faster.

The results suggest that:

(1) Rather than articulation rate, speech rate, with poses, is proportionate to the auditory

tempi,

(2) and the larger the pitch range is, the faster the informants heard the sounds.
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