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How Do People Use Open Access Papers in Non-academic Activities? :
A Link Analysis of Papers Deposited in Institutional Repositories
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Abstract

As more papers have become open access through the institutional repositories and other ways, not
only researchers and students, but also lay people have gained a greater opportunity to access those
papers and use the papers for non-academic activities. In this study, we analyzed how the papers depos-
ited in the institutional repositories were linked from external web pages to explore the current state of
utilization of OA papers in non-academic activities.

The external links to the papers deposited in Kyoto University Research Information Repository
(KURENAI) before 2010/12/31 were analyzed. We extracted the information of the external links
from KURENAI's access logs and analyzed the number of links, the number of linked papers from the
external web pages, the contents of the referring pages, the characteristics of those sites, and their
motivations for linking. As a result of analyses, we found that the papers deposited in KURENAI were
linked from personal web pages, Wikipedia, Q&A sites and other sites which are for non-academic
activities. Some of those referring pages were created by lay people. The motivations for linking were
to publish and share information on the creators’ hobbies, health and specialty. It has been revealed
that OA papers are useful not only to research community but also to broader citizens in a variety of
contexts.
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