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The ‘Second Yoshida Letter’ (1964) and the Development of
China-Taiwan-Japan Relations in the 1960s

SHIMIZU Urara

The crisie related to Japan-Taiwan relations over the Kurashiki Rayon Company
incident of 1963-64 waned following Yoshida Shigeru's trip to Taiwan in lanuary 1964.
There are many unclear peints over the existence and the contents of the so-called the
‘Second Yoshida Letter that was exchanged between Japan and the Republic of China
{ROC) concerning this problem. At that time. a fiverpoint was made by Chiang Kai-shek
and Yoshida. and ROC put this on the base of the Taiwan policy towards Japan. In other
words. the ROC considered the ‘Yoshida Letter (April 41" as proof that the [keda cabinet
approved the contents of diplomatic talks. The Peoples Republic of China (PRC) consid-
ered the "Yoshida Letter (May 7)" to be a symbol of Japanese posture towards the PRC. and
made it a problem. During the period of the 1960s. the Japanese Government groped
towards a diplomatic stance of “one China. one Taiwan’,

The purpose of this paper is to explain the structural factors that caused dramatic
changes in Japan-China-Taiwan relations during the early 1970s. This mill be done by
examining. through an historical approach, how each government reacted to the "Second

Yoshida Letter’ in the 1960s.
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Master's Program in Area Studies. Institute of Social Sciences. University of Tsukuba
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